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Our Lenten Journey Continues  
 

Lent is a special time in the life of the Church.  Let it 

be special for you as you prepare for Holy Week and 

Easter. 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 Palm Sunday - March 28   8:30 and 11am 

 Maundy Thursday Service - April 1   7 pm 

 Good Friday Tenebrae Service - April 2 at 7 pm 

 Easter Celebration of the Resurrection  

  Sunrise Service - April 4 at 7 am 

  Worship Services 8:30 and 11 am 
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March 13 St. Peter’s UMC will be cooking up it’s spring batch of Brunswick Stew.  

Stew will be $6 a quart.  Plan ahead so you won’t miss out on this local favorite!  

Family Night Dinner 

Please join us Wednesday, March 3 at 6:00 

p.m. for our monthly dinner.  The menu will 

include:   

  

Meatloaf, Red skinned potatoes 

Mixed vegetables 

Bread, Fruit 

Dessert 

In order to plan for enough food, please let us 

know if you will be coming by contacting  

Cynthia Siple at 883-7654 or 

ssiple@embarqmail.com. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

March Brunswick Stew 

Ladies’ Retreat March 19-20, 2010    

St. Peter's is catering the reception for the Boy Scout Gala on Thursday, March 25 at the Scot-

tish Rite Temple in Richmond. There are many ways to help with this project. If you are not 

available to help serve that evening, you can choose one of the items to prepare in advance. 

Please see the sign up poster in the narthex.  

Boys Scout Gala Reception    

Do you remember the great times we have had at the Ladies' Retreat the last two years? If you 

didn't attend, did you hear about it and wish you had gone? We are planning another retreat for 

March 19-20, 2010  - our topic Pray ALL-ways.  

Our leader will be Cindy Lee, Director of Discipleship ministries at Shady Grove UMC in Me-

chanicsville. Cindy is an ordained Deacon in the United Methodist Church and has been working 

in the area of Christian Education for 20 years.    

Fellowship starts at 5:30 pm March 19 with dinner at 6:15.  Saturday activities end at 3:00 pm. 

Cost for overnight participants is $40. Registration forms and much more information will be 

available at church the first two Sundays in March. Please mark your calendars to save this 

weekend so you may share in this enriching experience. You will grow spiritually and share fel-

lowship with your sisters in Christ. 
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A Note From the Pastor 
 ~ Rev. Debra Lucas 

The days between Ash Wednesday and Easter morning form the holiest days of our 

Christian year.  However, because of the demands of contemporary life with all its busy-

ness, the holiness of this sacred season gets lost.  A time that had been traditionally a 

period of teaching new converts in the faith and deepening the faith of long-time disci-

ples, becomes about chocolate bunnies, cream filled eggs, and new Easter outfits.  The 

symbols of the old, old story- the cross, nails, and self-denial- have given way to new 

commercial symbols. 

 

To experience the newness of this old, old story we put aside what the retailers tell us to 

think and do this time of year, much like we must do at Christmas.  Oh, I like chocolate 

bunnies as much as the next person, but I must remember what Lent and Easter are 

really about if the power of this sacred season is to change me in any way. 

 

I invite you to continue this Lenten journey of spiritual renewal with me.  To deepen 

your encounter with the holiness of this sacred season, consider a special time once a 

week for additional personal devotional time or participate in one of the Sunday School 

classes or weekday group studies.  You might incorporate our Lenten devotional guide 

based upon the writings of Henri Nouwen  into your daily time with God or seek out a 

quiet place for prayer.  Be sure to worship on Sundays and contemplate how to live a 

life of worship the other six days of the week.  You may even feel called to model 

Christ’s servant attitude by volunteering in one of the many service agencies in the 

Ashland-Richmond area.  Any of these, undertaken with a desire for spiritual growth, 

can transform our faith lives. 

 

May the Holy Spirit touch your lives in unique and wonderful ways this special time of 

year! 

 

Debra 
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the journey we are on, we should take Him 

with us.  We need to pack our backpacks 

lightly and rely on Him fully! 

 Get excited as we look ahead to find-

ing our mission focus!  There will be several 

fundraising events on the calendar, so be 

watching for more information in the bulle-

tin and via email! 

 

Winter Schedule: 

Wednesday Night Youth Group 

 Weekly at  7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Jr. and Sr. High Sunday School 

 Weekly at 9:45 a.m.  **NEW TIME** 

Update: 

 Eagle Eyre was a fantastic time for 

everyone!  It was a weekend full of worship, 

small groups, and fellowship with other 

youth throughout the Ashland district.  We 

were challenged to focus on Christ and let 

Him be the light on this journey, that we call 

life.  Where ever we go and what ever leg of 

Youth News - What’s Happening for Grades 6-12 

2010 UM Confirmation Beginning March 7 

Confirmation class fosters the study of the Christian faith and its 

meaning, the heritage of the United Methodist Church, and offers 

preparation to our youth for making a decision for Christ.  The goal—

to equip each student to CLAIM the NAME! 

 ~  6th grade and UP ~  Sundays 6:00-7:30pm 

 ~  March 7 - April 25 ~  Temple & Mass field trips 

 

Confirmation Retreat: April 23-25 at Westview on the James 

   Confirmation Sunday:  May 2, 2010 

Questions?  Comments? 

Interested in being a Youth Volunteer? 

Contact Katherine 

Phone:  804/338-8118 

E-mail:  KatherineL.Burton@gmail.com  

 

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 

April 4 

Youth Call to Rock the Attendance!! 

7 am with breakfast to follow 

(1) Christian & 

(2) United Methodist  
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Prepare Ye the Way 

 

I don’t need to remind you that we’re off to a snowy start. We have missed the opportunity to 

worship together more than one Sunday in the early weeks of the year. Thank goodness we 

don’t live further north. I’m in Baltimore as I write this article and there is still at least 8‖ of 

snow on the ground (left from the 50‖ they received) and snow mounds on the side of the road 

are more than three feet high. It’s reminiscent of when Kathy and I lived in New Hampshire. 

 

We are blessed that with all the weather problems, none of our members were involved in any 

major auto problems on the road. To my knowledge, all of our members were able to enjoy the 

time being snowbound and although travel was disrupted, at least, we made it to our destina-

tions safely.  

 

We all know our children were the biggest beneficiaries of this major event. When I spoke to 

Randy Gray after the snowstorm, I asked him if he had done anything at all productive while he 

was off from school. He was quick to reply, ―I went tubing through the field.‖ When I said that 

didn’t sound too productive to me, he promptly responded with a huge smile, ―Well, that’s your 

opinion!‖  

 

That is demonstrative of the different perspective of seeing the world through the eyes of youth. 

I pray that we all hold that vision: pure, simple, filled with fun, and a focus on activities that 

are personally pleasing. 

 

What personally pleases you? A solitary activity such as a walk in the woods, a bike ride, or a 

simple prayer. Or could it be preparing a meal for someone that’s house bound, singing praises 

to our Lord or maybe pounding a few nails at the home of someone less fortunate than you. 

 

As we look around us, I guarantee that there are countless activities that fulfill the spirit and 

bring a smile to our face. Some of us just need to look deeper to find those activities… those mo-

ments that brings us pleasure in serving. 

 

Don’t fret the disruption of our hectic schedules with a little weather problem. Embrace the 

time and enjoy your family. While you have some free time, contemplate what you can do to of-

fer service to enhance our ministry and enrich the lives of our members and our outreach into 

the community. 

 

Hope to see you Sunday. 

 

In His Service, 

Chuck Sullivan 
Stewardship Chairman 

Finance 
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Focus on Missions 

In our study of Five Practices, Robert Schnase tells us to ―see people as Jesus 

sees them, and see Jesus in people.‖  With this perception, the Rev. Denise 

Honeycutt, Director of Mission and Global Justice for the Virginia Conference, 

has described a new model for mission and relationships in the February Advo-

cate.  ―We believe that mission is about developing a loving, caring relationship 

so that we can share with and learn from one another.‖  She comments that we 

are the ones who feel  blessed with a newer understanding of God.‖ 

Our youth have matched a gift for missions with Jim and Carol Bone. 

We have remembered the people of Haiti with prayers , twenty five health kits, 

and a monetary contribution of over $1400.  Please continue with donations of 

kits or money.  We have much to learn from these brave, resilient people. 

On March 7, Mr. Robert Tate of Heart Havens will be speaking at church.  

Heart Havens is a ministry of the United Methodist Church in Virginia that 

develops and operates homes for adults with mental retardation and other de-

velopmental disabilities.  In this mission relationship we believe that each in-

dividual is loved by God and loved by the people of God. 

Vacations and snow days mean many children are not eating.  Thousands of 

children in this country depend on free or reduced price lunches.  Some also get 

breakfast, dinner, and bags of staple food for the weekend.  Spring Vacation 

means children will not have these meals.  We will be asking you to make con-

tributions of staple food for children in our area to have for the vacation time.  

Please bring staple food contributions on March 21 and 28.  Children cannot 

learn and grow when they are hungry. 

Saturday, June 19, will be a Potato Drop at our church.  The Society of Saint 

Andrew will deliver a truckload of sweet potatoes for us to bag.  The bags will 

go to food pantries, homeless shelters, and soup kitchens.  Jim Bone will be 

heading this mission project.  In Jim’s words, ―We will move a mountain 

through the faith of all.   We invite everyone to come to our April planning 

meeting.  This will take much planning and effort.  We want this to be an all 

community project.‖ 

Several of the members of our church have decided to give ―Thirty Pieces of Sil-

ver‖ for Wings of Caring as part of their Lenten discipleship.  The airplane 

mission is going well, but Jacque still needs financial support for radios, in-

struments, insurance, and fuel.   His presence here showed great commitment 

and we learned much. 

As we work on these projects, may we experience the transforming power of 

God’s grace. 

Blessings, Kathy Graeber 



Health Kits are still needed.   

Place all items in one-gallon plastic bag: 

 

1 Hand towel (15’-17’ x 25’-27’) No kitchen 

towels 

1 Sturdy washcloth, 1 Comb 

1 Nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery 

boards or toenail clippers) 

1 Bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 

1 Toothbrush (single brushes in original wrap-

per, no child-size brushes) 

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

$1.00 to purchase toothpaste 

(UMCOR purchases in bulk to add to health care 

kits to ensure that the product does not expire 

before they are sent.)  Drop the Health Kits by 

the church for delivery to UMCOR. 

Health Kits Needed 

now!   This is a chance to 

meet people of our commu-

nity, other churches and to 

serve your Lord.  You will see 

a mountain move through the 

faith of all. 

 

The Missions Team is leading 

this opportunity, but it is im-

portant that we get the whole 

church involved and for you 

to invite your friends, family 

and neighbors.  It will be an 

What is a Potato drop?  I am 

glad you asked!  On June 

19th, 2010, a tractor and 

trailer FULL of Sweet Pota-

toes comes to our church and 

drops off a mountain load of 

potatoes to bag up and send 

to local area Food Pantries, 

homeless shelters and soup 

kitchens.  More importantly, 

it is a chance for you to get 

outside the walls of the 

church and help your commu-

nity.  Mark your Calendars 

experience you will never for-

get.  Looking forward to June 

19th!!! 

God Bless, 

Jim Gray 

Potato Drop is Coming to St. Peter's UMC 

mosquito nets and blankets 

since the typhoons last fall.  

School uniforms lost in the 

disaster have been donated to 

300 families. Preparations 

are being made to provide 

other areas with food, medi-

cal relief and training & 

equipment for rebuilding live-

lihoods and housing recon-

struction.   

Please continue to support 

this effort. 

The Advance Special # for 

Haitian relief is 418325. 
      

Philippines 

UMCOR, in conjunction with 

other relief organizations, has 

supplied about 1,000 families 

on the island of Luzon in the 

Philippines with food relief, 

Haiti 

Funds for relief in Haiti will 

be needed for the long haul in 

this ongoing disaster relief 

project.  An UMCOR Field 

Office has been opened in 

Haiti and more than 350,000  

health kits and supplies for 

kits have been provided along 

with 11 million dollars.   

UMCOR Update 
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Thank You Notes 

Thank you to everyone who joined in my becoming a member at St. Peter’s., especially Rev. 

Debra, Chris Stanley, Jim and Carol Bone for their love and support. 

Also, the wonderful reception was a great surprise.  And many thanks for the gifts of food fol-

lowing my knee surgery 

In Jesus’ name, 

Sara Burks 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Dear Members of St. Peter’s Church 

 Thank you so much for your generous donation of food for families in need at South Anna 

Elementary this past holiday season. Your kind offerings were surely a help to these families 

and we thank you for easing their burdens.  Your church family is an example of Christ alive 

and among us and I thank you for allowing me the privilege of witnessing it.  I hope to have the 

opportunity to work with you all again. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Gravely 

Helping Hands Coordinator. 

South Anna Elem. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I can't believe we celebrated Ema and Luc's 1st birthday on the 21st of February!  A year has 

gone by and some days it felt like it never would get here and others were just a blur.  Shortly 

after returning home from the hospital we received an outpouring of love from our church fam-

ily from cards, dinners, gifts, phone calls and someone stayed with me a few days.  I sent out a 

few thank you notes but started to get busy and couldn't seem to find the time and before I 

knew it we were celebrating their first birthday.  I can't thank all of you enough for the love and 

support you showed us during this time in our life.  We are grateful for your generosity and 

can't wait to do the same for the next family. 

Love, 

Howard, Michelle, Ben, Ema and Luc Gilman 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Children’s Ministry 

Our exciting new Sunday School program, 

Breakfast on the Beach, continues in 

March for grades K-5.  It's not just a Sunday 

school lesson, it's an experience children 

won't want to miss!  Children are learning 

the meaningful story of Lent and Easter in a 

whole new, hands-on way. 

 

Contact Stacy Gilman at 798-0032 or         

stacygilman@yahoo.com to learn more 

Your Staff Parish Relations Committee would 

like to introduce you to the two new employ-

ees we will have on staff.  On February 28, 

2010, we will welcome Linda Hall.  Linda will 

be filling our Nursery Position.  Linda is a 

professional day care provider.  She has 

worked for Toddler Town in Ashland for two 

years. Linda also has been employed by 

Hanover County Public Schools for twelve 

years.  Please stop by the Nursery and meet 

Linda.  She will be there every Sunday from 8 

am until 12:30pm. 

 

SPR—New Employees 

SueEllen Terrell will become our new Secre-

tary on March 8, 2010, .  SueEllen’s work has 

been in an office environment, and she is 

skilled at the various office machines.  SueEl-

len’s volunteer activities include tutoring 

with READ Center for adult literacy and 

serving as treasure for her church, Riverside 

Baptist in Beaverdam. 

If you are by the church Monday – Thursday 

8:30am – 12:30pm, please stop by introduce 

yourself and meet SueEllen. 
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March Birthdays 

The Trumpet, March 2010

Ian Lyons is now home.  His address is 16015 West Patrick 

Henry Road, Montpelier, VA 23192.  Please continue to remem-

ber him as he improves. 

With Great Joy 

Health 

Dave Ankney Betty Frazier Rosemary Meyers 

Norris Moses Ahran Lee  Marshall Pendleton 

David Greer  Berkley Luck Glenn Lyle 

Ian Lyons  William Mast Thomas McCauley 

Barry Simmers Barbara Swinson Bob Webster  

Dan Wikoff 
 

Children 

Cassidy Bailie (7 yrs.) Logan Treder  (18 mos.) 
 

Missionaries 

Congo: 

Jacques Umembudi Akasa and Poto Valentine Shutsa 

 

Military 

Iraq:  

     Chris Pearsall  Shawn Shortridge Kevin Mikionis 

Afghanistan:   

     Andy Malon 

Forget-Me-Nots  

Myrtle Askew, Lydia Bowles, Thelma deTreville, Helen Ghol-

son, Janie Haney, Lucy Harris, Mary Jane Hendrick, Rosemary 

Meyers, Phyllis Perkins, Billy Stanley, Doug Stone  

Johnny Gilman   2 

Marcy Wiggins Reynal  2 

Brian L. Morgan   4 

Zeb Sarvis    5 

Ben Gilman    9 

Myrtle Askew   10 

Hayden Smith  10 

Irvin Hendrick  11 

Madison Siple  11 

Randy Gray   11 

Elaine Farmer  11 

Kathy Sullivan  12 

Liz Guy   12 

Anne Vig   13 

Phyllis Wiggins  13 

Barbara Priddy  14 

Rita Bossé   15 

Nolan Hall   15 

John Morris   16 

Eugene Meyers  17 

Amanda Lawson  18 

Debbie Pollock  18 

Wyatt Barker   18 

Helen Gholson  19 

Katie Pollock   20 

Willie Coleman  21 

Richard Phillips  22 

Lauren Piper   22 

Joe Mallory   24 

Steven Barthurst  25 

Sam Runko   29 

Max Runko   29 

Wil Gilman   30 

Ed Piper   30 

Ben Dibble   31 

Our Prayer List 

The Trumpet deadline for April is Sunday, March 21, 2010.   

Articles can be e-mailed to the church office.  Two volunteers are 

needed to help for about two hours to prepare for mailing .  

Please let us know if you are available.   

Trumpet Deadline 
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Five Practices Study  

Continues in Sunday School 

Classes 

Rev. Debra R. Lucas 

Pastor 

 

Dr. David J. Greennagel 

Music Director 

 

Miss Katherine L. Burton 

Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Mrs. Stacy W. Gilman 

Interim Children’s Ministries Director 

St. Peterõs United Methodist Church 
15599 Mountain Road  
Montpelier, Virginia  23192  
Phone: 804/883 -5596  
E-mail: stpetersumc@gmail.com  

 

St. Peterõs 

Ministry 

Team 

 

883-5596 

We envision our church welcoming all people, encouraging a journey of faith and 
serving the world in the name of Christ.  


